
Lake Babine Nation: Treaty 

What Is Treaty? 

A tƌeatǇ is aŶ oiĐial 

agƌeeŵeŶt ŵade ďetǁeeŶ 

the ŶaioŶ, Bƌiish Coluŵďia 

aŶd the GoǀeƌŶŵeŶt of 

CaŶada. MaŶǇ NaioŶs haǀe 

histoƌiĐal tƌeaies iŶ CaŶada 

duƌiŶg the past ĐeŶtuƌǇ, ďut 

BC ƌeŵaiŶs iŶ ƋuesioŶ. 

NegoiaiŶg a tƌeatǇ 

iŶǀolǀes deiŶiŶg AďoƌigiŶal 

Rights, setliŶg laŶd 

oǁŶeƌship, deteƌŵiŶiŶg 

hoǁ to shaƌe ƌesouƌĐes aŶd 

ƌeǀeŶues, aŶd deǀelopiŶg a 

goǀeƌŶaŶĐe sǇsteŵ that 

ƌeleĐts the people. A tƌeatǇ 

is a legallǇ ďiŶdiŶg 

agƌeeŵeŶt that outliŶes:  
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 The ŶaioŶ’s poǁeƌ to deĐide 

its ŵode of goǀeƌŶŵeŶt aŶd 

laǁs, 

 The ŶaioŶ’s oǁŶeƌship of 

laŶds Ŷegoiated iŶ the tƌeatǇ, 

 The ŶaioŶ’s fƌeedoŵ to 

haŶdle its laŶds aŶd the 

ƌesouƌĐes the ǁaǇ it Đhooses, 

 The ŶaioŶ’s authoƌitǇ to 

deteƌŵiŶe its oǁŶ 

ŵeŵďeƌship 

 The ŶaioŶ’s ƌole iŶ theiƌ 

tƌadiioŶal teƌƌitoƌǇ, aŶd ŵoƌe. 

WheŶ a tƌeatǇ takes efeĐt, it is 

ĐoŶsituioŶallǇ pƌoteĐted ďǇ The 

CoŶsituioŶ of CaŶada,; ŵeaŶiŶg 

that, theǇ aƌe Ŷot aďle to take it 

aǁaǇ. A tƌeatǇ ǁill set out the 

“tage ϱ out of ϲ of the tƌeatǇ 

pƌoĐess is the ŶegoiaioŶ to iŶalize 

the tƌeatǇ. “iŶĐe a tƌeatǇ is a legallǇ 

ďiŶdiŶg agƌeeŵeŶt that foƌŵalizes a 

Ŷeǁ ƌelaioŶship ďetǁeeŶ the 

ŶaioŶ, BC aŶd CaŶada, it is 

iŵpoƌtaŶt that it eŵďodies the 

agƌeeŵeŶts ƌeaĐhed iŶ the AIP. If aŶ 

agƌeeŵeŶt is Ŷot ƌeaĐhed duƌiŶg the 

pƌoĐess, the tƌeatǇ pƌoĐess ǁill staǇ 

iŶ ŶegoiaioŶ oƌ stage ϱ uŶil all 

paƌies aƌe saisied oƌ aďaŶdoŶ 

ŶegoiaioŶs. UsuallǇ the teĐhŶiĐal 

oƌ legal issues aƌe dealt ǁith duƌiŶg 

stage ϱ. 

ƌights aŶd poǁeƌs of the ŶaioŶ. This 

also ŵeaŶs the NaioŶ ǁill ŵake laǁs 

aŶd foƌŵ a Ŷeǁ tǇpe of goǀeƌŶŵeŶt, 

oŶe of ǁhiĐh ĐoiŶĐides ǁith theiƌ 

Đultuƌe. This goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ƌeplaĐes the 

ďaŶd ĐouŶĐil as uŶdeƌstood uŶdeƌ the 

IŶdiaŶ AĐt. To do so ƌeƋuiƌes 

deǀelopiŶg a CoŶsituioŶ. What Is AIP? 

AŶ agƌeeŵeŶt iŶ pƌiŶĐiple ;AIPͿ is 

“tage ϰ out of ϲ iŶ the BC TƌeatǇ 

PƌoĐess. At this stage the Ŷegoiatoƌs 

aƌe aďle o see a ͞sŶapshot͟ of ǁhat a 

iŶal agƌeeŵeŶt Đould look like. 

AŶalogǇ: If a FiŶal AgƌeeŵeŶt ;TƌeatǇͿ 

is a huŵaŶ ďeiŶg, aŶ AIP ǁould ďe the 

skeletoŶ. The AIP is Ŷot a legallǇ 

ďiŶdiŶg doĐuŵeŶt. What Is Stage ͷ? 


