
Lake Babine Nation: Indian Act Governance 

What Is The Indian Act? 

The IŶdiaŶ AĐt is the pieĐe 

of legislaioŶ ǁhiĐh the 

CaŶadiaŶ fedeƌal 

goǀeƌŶŵeŶt uses to 

adŵiŶisteƌ pƌogƌaŵs aŶd 

seƌǀiĐes to Status IŶdiaŶs, 

diĐtate the ŶaioŶs 

goǀeƌŶŵeŶts, ŵaŶage 

ƌeseƌǀe laŶd aŶd distƌiďutes 

fuŶdiŶg to these 

ĐoŵŵuŶiies. It ǁas iƌst 

passed iŶ ϭϴϳϲ aŶd is 

adŵiŶisteƌed ďǇ the IŶdiaŶ 

aŶd NoƌtheƌŶ Afaiƌs 

CaŶada ;INACͿ. The AĐt is 

paƌt of a laƌge efoƌt oŶ 

CaŶada to tƌǇ assiŵilate all 
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ŶaioŶs iŶto CaŶadiaŶ ŵaiŶstƌeaŵ 

ǁaǇ of life. It is eǆpliĐitlǇ desigŶed 

to ƌeŵoǀe ŶaioŶs fƌoŵ theiƌ 

Đultuƌe as ǁell as stƌip theŵ of 

theiƌ soĐial, poliiĐal aŶd eĐoŶoŵiĐ 

poǁeƌ. MaŶǇ ŶaioŶs haǀe 

aĐkŶoǁledged this poiŶt aŶd haǀe 

puƌsued the tƌeatǇ pƌoĐess oƌ 

otheƌ agƌeeŵeŶts to aĐhieǀe self-

goǀeƌŶŵeŶt. What Is Lands Management Act? 

WheŶ a ŶaioŶ Đhooses to 

adŵiŶisteƌ, oƌ eŶaĐt a laŶd Đode 

uŶdeƌ the FNLMA, theǇ ƌeŵoǀe 

ƌoughlǇ a thiƌd of the Indian Act 

that liŵits theŵ fƌoŵ self-

goǀeƌŶiŶg. These laŶd Đodes 

ŵaŶage laŶd itles, Ŷatuƌal 

ƌesouƌĐes oŶ the ƌeseƌǀe laŶd, aŶd 

ƌeĐeiǀe all ŵoŶeǇs aĐƋuiƌed ďǇ its 

laŶd, as peƌ the laŶd Đode. This also 

ŵeaŶs ŶaioŶs ĐaŶ eŶteƌ iŶto legal 

ĐoŶtƌaĐts ǁheŶ it Đoŵes to leasiŶg, 

deǀelopiŶg oƌ usiŶg the laŶd iŶ aŶǇ 

ǁaǇ. IŶ shoƌt, this ŵeaŶs that a 

ŶaioŶ ĐaŶ haǀe ŵoƌe ĐoŶtƌol, 

eĐoŶoŵiĐ deǀelopŵeŶt, ďeteƌ 

ŵaŶageŵeŶt aŶd ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ 

iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt.  

UŶdeƌ the FNLMA, ƌeseƌǀes 

ĐoŶiŶue to ďe ƌeseƌǀes aŶd oǁŶed 

ďǇ Heƌ MajestǇ the QueeŶ aŶd held 

iŶ tƌust ďǇ Ǉouƌ ŶaioŶ. OŶlǇ a tƌeatǇ 

ǁill giǀe Ǉou full aŶd iŶal oǁŶeƌship 

aŶd the authoƌitǇ to goǀeƌŶ aŶǇ of 

Ǉouƌ laŶds, iŶĐludiŶg ƌeseƌǀe laŶds.  

iŶĐlude, though, a Ŷuŵďeƌ of 

pƌoĐesses to folloǁ: 

 LaŶd use uŶdeƌ liĐeŶĐes, 

leases, ĐeƌiiĐates oƌ ďǇ 

ŶaioŶ’s Đustoŵ, 

 TƌaŶsfeƌ of ƌights to ƌeseƌǀe 

laŶd ďǇ legal ǁills, 

 ReǀeŶues gaiŶed thƌough 

Ŷatuƌal ƌesouƌĐes, 

 Hoǁ ŵoŶeǇ geŶeƌated fƌoŵ 

the ƌeseƌǀe laŶd is ŵaŶaged, 

 CoŵŵuŶitǇ iŶǀolǀeŵeŶt iŶ 

the MatƌiŵoŶial Real PƌopeƌtǇ 

Laǁ, 

 DelegaiŶg ŵaŶageŵeŶt aŶd 

authoƌitǇ of laŶd, 

 EǆĐhaŶgiŶg ƌeseƌǀe laŶd. 

UŶdeƌ the FNLMA, ŶaioŶs haǀe 

the poǁeƌ to ŵaŶage its ƌeseƌǀe 

laŶds oŶlǇ ;Ŷo pƌiǀate laŶdsͿ. It 

ŵaǇ aĐt as aŶ oǁŶeƌ of the laŶd iŶ 

that ƌegaƌd: i.e., the ŶaioŶ ĐaŶ 


