
Lake Babine Nation: Indian Act Governance 

What Is The Indian Act? 

The I dia  A t is the pie e 

of legislaio  hi h the 

Ca adia  fede al 

go e e t uses to 

ad i iste  p og a s a d 

se i es to Status I dia s, 

di tate the aio s 

go e e ts, a age 

ese e la d a d dist i utes 

fu di g to these 

o u iies. It as i st 

passed i   a d is 

ad i iste ed  the I dia  

a d No the  Afai s 

Ca ada INAC . The A t is 

pa t of a la ge efo t o  

Ca ada to t  assi ilate all 
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aio s i to Ca adia  ai st ea  

a  of life. It is e pli itl  desig ed 

to e o e aio s f o  thei  

ultu e as ell as st ip the  of 

thei  so ial, polii al a d e o o i  

po e . Ma  aio s ha e 

a k o ledged this poi t a d ha e 

pu sued the t eat  p o ess o  

othe  ag ee e ts to a hie e self-

go e e t. What Is Lands Management Act? 

Whe  a aio  hooses to 

ad i iste , o  e a t a la d ode 

u de  the FNLMA, the  e o e 

oughl  a thi d of the Indian Act 

that li its the  f o  self-

go e i g. These la d odes 

a age la d itles, atu al 

esou es o  the ese e la d, a d 

e ei e all o e s a ui ed  its 

la d, as pe  the la d ode. This also 

ea s aio s a  e te  i to legal 

o t a ts he  it o es to leasi g, 

de elopi g o  usi g the la d i  a  

a . I  sho t, this ea s that a 

aio  a  ha e o e o t ol, 

e o o i  de elop e t, ete  

a age e t a d o u it  

i ol e e t.  

U de  the FNLMA, ese es 

o i ue to e ese es a d o ed 

 He  Majest  the Quee  a d held 

i  t ust  ou  aio . O l  a t eat  

ill gi e ou full a d i al o e ship 

a d the autho it  to go e  a  of 

ou  la ds, i ludi g ese e la ds.  

i lude, though, a u e  of 

p o esses to follo : 

 La d use u de  li e es, 

leases, e ii ates o   

aio ’s usto , 

 T a sfe  of ights to ese e 

la d  legal ills, 

 Re e ues gai ed th ough 

atu al esou es, 

 Ho  o e  ge e ated f o  

the ese e la d is a aged, 

 Co u it  i ol e e t i  

the Mat i o ial Real P ope t  

La , 

 Delegai g a age e t a d 

autho it  of la d, 

 E ha gi g ese e la d. 

U de  the FNLMA, aio s ha e 

the po e  to a age its ese e 

la ds o l  o p i ate la ds . It 

a  a t as a  o e  of the la d i  

that ega d: i.e., the aio  a  


