
Lake Babine Nation: Self-government 

What Is Self-government? 

Self-goǀerŶŵeŶt is ǁhat it 

souŶds like: it is the aďilitǇ 

for ŶaioŶs to goǀerŶ 

theŵselǀes iŶ the ǁaǇ theǇ 

ǁaŶt aŶd to ŵake laǁs 

theǇ Ŷeed. To ďeĐoŵe self-

goǀerŶiŶg oteŶ ŵeaŶs to 

haǀe a treatǇ or to haǀe 

takeŶ adǀaŶtage of LaŶd 

MaŶageŵeŶt AĐt, EleĐioŶ 

AĐt aŶd/or Meŵďership 

AĐts that applǇ to Status 

IŶdiaŶs oŶ reserǀe laŶds 

oŶlǇ.   

 

Self-goǀerŶŵeŶt alloǁs for 
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the ŶaioŶ’s Đulture aŶd tradiioŶal 

ǁaǇs to ďe iŶĐorporated. This ǁill 

of Đourse iŶĐlude hoǁ the ŶeǁlǇ 

forŵed goǀerŶŵeŶt ǁill haŶdle its 

resourĐes, tradiioŶal laŶds aŶd 

tradiioŶal Đustoŵs or praĐiĐes. 

UŶlike iŶ the IŶdiaŶ AĐt, self-

goǀerŶŵeŶt alloǁs ŶaioŶs to 

deĐide ǁhether theǇ ǁaŶt to 

iŶĐlude tradiioŶal ǁaǇs iŶ their 

oiĐial goǀerŶaŶĐe, i.e. hereditarǇ 

Đhiefs, heads of faŵilies, Elders 

aŶd hoǁ theǇ plaǇ a part iŶ laǁ-

ŵakiŶg. What Does a Governance Model Look Like? 

The ŵodels listed aďoǀe ĐaŶ ďe 

adopted post-treatǇ. IŶ all Đases 

The ŵaiŶ oŶe, hoǁeǀer, is the 

aďilitǇ to Đreate a ďodǇ of laǁs. This 

iŶĐludes ŵakiŶg a CoŶsituioŶ for 

the ŶaioŶ to folloǁ as the highest 

laǁ of the laŶd. Through the 

CoŶsituioŶ, the ŶaioŶ gaiŶs 

goǀerŶaŶĐe authoritǇ. It also 

estaďlishes aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ aŶd 

fairŶess, Ŷo ŵater ǁhiĐh eǀer tǇpe 

of goǀerŶaŶĐe ŵodel the ŶaioŶ 

deĐides oŶ. It, too, ǁill desĐriďe the 

fuŶdaŵeŶtal ǀalues of the ŶaioŶ 

that the goǀerŶŵeŶt, the ŵeŵďers 

aŶd all ǁho liǀe aŶd operate oŶ a 

ŶaioŶs laŶds, ǁill respeĐt. The 

ŵodel for good goǀerŶaŶĐe is 

ĐloselǇ ied to the CoŶsituioŶ aŶd 

hoǁ ǁhiĐheǀer ŵodel the ŶaioŶ 

deĐides to adopt. 

 

the ŶaioŶ ŵaiŶtaiŶs the right to 

legislaiǀe fuŶĐioŶs suĐh as:  

  theǇ are aďle to Đreate laǁs 

aŶd poliĐǇ;  

 theǇ ĐaŶ reǀieǁ deĐisioŶs iŶ 

aŶ adŵiŶistraiǀe fuŶĐioŶ;  

 aŶd theǇ ĐaŶ haŶdle all their 

iŶaŶĐes through eĐoŶoŵiĐ 

deǀelopŵeŶt aŶd 

iŶǀestŵeŶts. 


