
Lake Babine Nation: Governance 

What Is Governance? 

Theƌe aƌe ŵaŶǇ tǇpes of 

goǀeƌŶaŶĐe ŵodels foƌ self-

goǀeƌŶaŶĐe, ŶaŵelǇ siǆ ;ϲͿ 

as outliŶed heƌe: 

ϭ. CeŶtƌal CoŶtƌol 

StƌuĐtuƌe: ĐeŶtƌal poliĐǇ-

ŵakiŶg ďodǇ to deliǀeƌ 

seƌǀiĐes aŶd ŵaŶage 

iŶsituioŶs. This ǁould aĐt 

ŵuĐh the saŵe ǁaǇ as 

eleĐted ĐouŶĐils. 

Ϯ. SoĐietǇ StƌuĐtuƌe: 

ƌegulate ŵeŵďeƌship aŶd 

goǀeƌŶ iŶ speĐiiĐ spheƌes 

suĐh as Đultuƌe, ǁhile also 

aƌƌaŶgiŶg adŵiŶistƌaiǀe 
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seƌǀiĐes to the ŵeŵďeƌs, ďut 

ŵaiŶlǇ it is aďout AďoƌigiŶal 

ideŶitǇ. This ŵodel ǁould 

fuŶĐioŶ, foƌ eǆaŵple, the saŵe 

ǁaǇ a laǁǇeƌ is paƌt of a laǁ 

soĐietǇ. 

ϯ. IŶsituioŶal StƌuĐtuƌe: sepaƌate 

ďoaƌds to adŵiŶisteƌ ageŶĐies iŶ 

speĐiiĐ aƌeas, i.e., eĐoŶoŵiĐ 

deǀelopŵeŶt, housiŶg, soĐial 

seƌǀiĐes, etĐ. It is siŵilaƌ to the 

CeŶtƌal CoŶtƌol StƌuĐtuƌe. 

ϰ. AďoƌigiŶal Self-AdŵiŶistƌaioŶ 

StƌuĐtuƌe: iŶsituioŶal oƌ ĐeŶtƌal 

ĐoŶtƌol; ĐƌeaioŶ of speĐiiĐ, siŶgle 

puƌpose seƌǀiĐes, iŶsituioŶs aŶd 

ageŶĐies. Foƌ eǆaŵple, seƌǀiĐes, 

iŶsituioŶs aŶd ageŶĐies ǁould 

haŶdle speĐiiĐ paƌts of 

goǀeƌŶaŶĐe like housiŶg, etĐ. 

GoǀeƌŶaŶĐe is deĐided ďǇ ǁhetheƌ 

the ŶaioŶ is uŶdeƌ tƌeatǇ oƌ 

folloǁiŶg the IŶdiaŶ AĐt. UŶdeƌ 

tƌeatǇ the ŶaioŶ ĐaŶ goǀeƌŶ the 

ǁaǇ theǇ ǁaŶt ďǇ adopiŶg aŶǇ oŶe 

of those afoƌeŵeŶioŶed ǁaǇs of 

goǀeƌŶaŶĐe. WheŶ a ŶaioŶ iŶalizes 

tƌeatǇ aŶd has it iŶ efeĐt theŶ the 

IŶdiaŶ AĐt Ŷo loŶgeƌ applies. UŶdeƌ 

the IŶdiaŶ AĐt, theǇ aƌe liŵited to 

hoǁ theǇ ĐaŶ goǀeƌŶ theŵselǀes. 

IŶ the Đase that a ŶaioŶ deĐides to 

iŶalize tƌeatǇ, theǇ aƌe theŶ aďle to 

deteƌŵiŶe theiƌ oǁŶ eleĐioŶs, 

goǀeƌŶŵeŶt stƌuĐtuƌe aŶd hoǁ theǇ 

goǀeƌŶ its people. SuĐh goǀeƌŶaŶĐe 

ƌeƋuiƌes the ŶaioŶ to deǀelop a 

CoŶsituioŶ iŶ ǁhiĐh theǇ stƌiĐtlǇ 

aďide ďǇ. 

 

 

ϱ. Coƌpoƌate StƌuĐtuƌe: a stƌuĐtuƌe 

ǁheƌe ageŶĐies ƌepoƌt to goǀeƌŶŵeŶt 

ǁith a ďoaƌd of diƌeĐtoƌs aŶd ŶaioŶ’s 

goǀeƌŶŵeŶt ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes 

adŵiŶisteƌiŶg puďliĐ poliĐǇ thƌough 

ĐoƌpoƌaioŶs. EleĐted ƌepƌeseŶtaiǀes 

iŶ this ŵodel ǁould sit oŶ a Boaƌd of 

DiƌeĐtoƌs to eŶsuƌe, that all ageŶĐies 

aƌe ƌepoƌiŶg to the goǀeƌŶŵeŶt.  

ϲ. RepƌeseŶtaioŶ StƌuĐtuƌe: ĐƌeaioŶ 

of Ŷeǁ AďoƌigiŶal iŶsituioŶs, ďoaƌds 

aŶd poliiĐal ďodies; sŵall 

ĐoŵŵuŶiies Đoopeƌate ďeĐause 

alteƌŶaiǀe appƌoaĐhes aƌe too 

iŵpƌaĐiĐal iŶ goǀeƌŶiŶg the ŶaioŶ. 

The iŶsituioŶs aƌe likelǇ to haǀe 

Đultuƌal seŶsiiǀitǇ aŶd diƌeĐtlǇ ƌesolǀe 

ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ Ŷeeds. CƌeaioŶ of Ŷeǁ 

ageŶĐies iŶ this ŵodel iŶĐludes 

ƌepƌeseŶtaioŶ oŶ eǆisiŶg ďodies that 

assist iŶ self-goǀeƌŶaŶĐe.  


